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ford, 1951), The Power Elite (Oxford> 1956), and The Sociological Imagination (Oxford, 1959) are provocative and keen criticisms of the erosion of democracy under the influence of corporation executives, high military brass, and key politicians. Richard T. Rovere's The American Establishment and Other Reports (Harcourt, Brace & World, 1962) makes some of the same points with wit and urbanity. Also relevant to an understanding of the dialogues about democracy is Daniel Bell's The End of Ideology, on the Exhaustion of Political Ideas in the Fifties (Free Press, 1960), which argues that traditional idea systems, including Marxism, are unable to explain the social behavior of our time.
The implications for democratic theory and action of changing patterns of thought in race relations can be followed in Louis Lomax, The Negro Revolt (Harper & Row, 1962); James Baldwin, Nobody Knows My Name (Dial, 1961); Lawrence Dunbar Reddick, Crusade without Violence: A Biography of Martin Luther King, Jr. (Harper & Row, 1959); Merrill Proudfoot, Diary of a Sit-in (University of North Carolina Press, 1962); Harry S. Ashmore, Epitaph for Dixie (Norton, 1958); and Thomas D. Clark, The Emerging South (Oxford, 1961), chs. 12-17. The more comprehensive studies and commentaries on minorities include Arnold and Caroline Rose, America Divided: Minority Group Relations in the United States (Knopf, 1948); Carey Mc-Williams, A Mask for Privilege (Little, Brown, 1948); Robert M. Maclver (ed.), Unity and Difference in American Life (Harper & Row, 1947); and Louis Ruchames, Race, Jobs, and Politics: the Story of FEPC (Columbia, 1953). E. Franklin Frazier, The Negro in the United States (Macmillan, 1949), and Maurice R. Davie, Negroes in American Society (McGraw-Hill, 1949), are useful. Like ethnic relations, the status of women received attention from writers. Mary R. Beard presented a forceful defense of the larger role of women in society in Woman as a force in History: A Study in Traditions and Realities (Macmillan, 1946); and Ferdinand Lundberg and Marynia Farnham attacked feminism in their somewhat dogmatic and sensational Modern Woman: The Lost Sex (Harper & Row, 1947). Rainwater Lee, et at, in Workingman's Wife (Oceana Publications, 1959), deal with a neglected aspect of the matter.
Max Lerner's America as. a Civilization*(Simon and Schuster, 1957) is the most important overall synthesis pubusrted in the 1950s. The quality of American civilization is discussed from several points of view in America and the Intellectual which comprised a special issue of Partisan Review in 1953. Joseph Wood Krutch edited a scries of essays under the title Is the Common Man too Conimon? (University of Oklahoma Press, 1954), which raght wdl 6e read with Leo Gurko's defense of the "middlebrow" in H0ro$s, Highbrows, and the Popular Mind (Bobbs-Merrill, 1953). In addition Stifles al-